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The Brighter Day Foundation is a non-profit foundation based in Landisville that provides life-enhancing services for low-income adults in Lancaster County. Community social service agencies refer the individuals
who are served. The volunteers provide transportation to medical and
dental appointments and procedures, grocery shopping and to the
pharmacy. Financial assistance is sometimes provided on a case by
case basis as funds are available. Several members of our congregation
are volunteers for this worthwhile organization. I am one of them.
I have volunteered to drive many individuals over the past three years
and it has really opened my eyes to the vast need that exists right here
in our own area! I have always known that low income, elderly or
special needs individuals could be alone, lonely, and in need of many
of the things that we take for granted. I have seen individuals with a
small apartment or small house in need of major repairs, no car, no
family or family who live hundreds or thousands of miles away.
(cont. page 2)

April
Join us...

We’re kicking off the
month with our
Resurrection Sunday
celebration! Starting on
April 8, we will continue
our Gospel Project
journey looking at some
of the prophets in the
Old Testament…
Hosea, Jonah, Joel and
Jeremiah.
April 1
Easter Sunday
Celebration
April 4
Wednesday Nite Lite
begins
April 5, 12, 19, 26
Thursday morning
“prayer circle” 9:30 am
April 5
Seasoned Saints
10:30 am
April 8
Sunday evening prayer
gathering at 6:30 pm
April 13
ERC Adult Fellowship
“Spring Fling”
featuring the Jerichos
April 14
“Making Disciples”
workshop at 9:00 am
April 29 - 5th Sunday
“food drive” for the
Hempfield Food Pantry

Why Discipleship Should
Be Our #1 Priority!
Dr. Timothy Keller, one of the most respected Christian leaders
of our time, is an author, scholar, and recently retired pastor of
the influential Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City.
When the New York Times wants to hear a voice from a thoughtful Evangelical leader, he is their go-to man. Here is a summary
of three key things that Dr. Keller says about reaching and discipling secular people.
1. Put a Priority on Personal Relationships
Keller says that secular people are less and less inclined to check
out our church gatherings, regardless of how well we lead them.
But they are open to conversations in the midst of genuine personal relationships. The biggest barrier, he says, is that most
Christians are afraid to engage in these conversations because
they do not know how to talk about the difficult topics.
2. Remember the Echoes of God
Drawing upon the work of N.T. Wright and C.S. Lewis, Keller
reminds us of the common ground that we all share – religious
and secular people alike. He described this common ground as
“echoes of God” that even atheists will acknowledge.








The Passion for Justice Echo – we all care about it, yet for
truly secular people there is no ultimate foundation of justice.
The Longing for Joy Echo – it was C.S. Lewis who most
eloquently pointed out that our cravings for ultimate and
lasting joy in this world point to another world.
The Echo to be known and loved – we all crave relationships
where we are known and loved. This echo points directly to
core Christian teachings.
The Emptiness Echo – even though many dismiss it, we all
have a fear of death and loss of meaning in our lives. The
gospel uniquely addresses these questions.
(cont. page 3)

Living Out Our Mission (cont.)
It always surprises me how happy and appreciative these people
are just to have a ride to their doctor appointment or that someone would come and take them for a few groceries because they
just can’t walk to Turkey Hill or the nearest grocery store anymore and taking the bus would just be impossible at their
age! Getting to know these people and talking with them is such
a joy and a blessing! Greg and I have befriended one client who
is sick with cancer and would just love to see her hometown of
Terre Hill one more time before she dies but has no one to take
her! You can be sure that “Maddie” is going to get to Terre Hill
(Lord willing) next week!
Please pray for Brighter Day, the volunteers, and those people we
serve! I thank God for the ability to meet and serve these special
people! Maybe you would like more information about how you
can become a part of this awesome team of volunteers! I would
be glad to share!
~ Maria Nauman

Why Discipleship Should be Our #1 Priority (cont).
3. We Must Train Everyday Christians in Counter-Cultural
Beliefs
The individual quest for autonomous expression and fulfillment
is the driving value of our Western culture. Keller points out that
this is a pagan impulse that denies the created order. We were
made to know God first and foremost and find our meaning in
reference to him. Individuals were not made to be the center –
and this focus on self as the foundation of meaning is now the air
we breathe. Life is ultimately not about what we want or think or
feel (as long as it does not hurt others). God is the center. Keller
says that this secular view is coming at us 24-7 and we must
counter and disciple people on how we think differently. We must
contrast and teach what our cultural leaders say with what Jesus
says.

ShineKids will have art classes
around the theme “Wonderfully
Made” during Wednesday Nite
Lite this spring. This is based
on Psalm 139: 14. “I praise
you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works
are wonderful, I know that full
well.”
These classes are for children
ages 4 to 5th grade and will be
held in the children’s area from
6:30-7:45 pm on Wednesdays
from April 4 to May 9. Register your children, grandchildren,
and friends by signing up on the bulletin board near the office.
On Wednesday, May 16, we will have an art show and Phredd
concert at 6:30 pm. Everyone is welcome to join us for this fun
evening to celebrate the children’s creativity and enjoy music
together!
VBS is changing its format this summer. It will be held June 15,
16, and 17 (over a weekend). We hope to have many families join
us for the worship service on Father’s Day Sunday! On Friday,
June 15, VBS will be held from 6:30-8:30 pm with dinner for
families at 5:45 pm. On Saturday, June 16, it will be held from
10:00 am to 2:30 pm. On Sunday, June 17, VBS will be held at
9:30 with a closing celebration during the 10:45 worship service.
A picnic lunch for everyone will follow the worship service.
Our theme is “3-2-1 Blast Off! Discovering the God of the
Universe.” Please put this on your calendar and begin to sign
up on the bulletin board near the office to volunteer. It’s going to
be an out of this world experience!
Just a reminder, many of our volunteer child abuse and criminal
clearances are due to be renewed this year. Both clearances need
to be renewed every three years.

Happenings
Calendar of Events

SUNDAY, April 1
Easter Sunday
WEDNESDAY, April 4
Wednesday Nite Lite
THURSDAY, April 5
Seasoned Saints
FRIDAY, April 13
ERC Adult Fellowship
Spring Fling
SATURDAY, April 14
Making Disciples
Workshop
SUNDAY, April 15
Lancaster Spring
Missionary Rally
MON.-WED., April 16-18
ERC Annual Conference
SUNDAY, April 29
5th Sunday Food Drive
THURSDAY, May 3
National Day of Prayer
SUNDAY, May 13
Mother’s Day
SATURDAY, May 19
Community Outreach
Event
WEDNESDAY, May 23
Toddler’s Gym resumes
FRI.-SUN., June 15-17
VBS
SUNDAY, June 17
Father’s Day

April Events
Wednesday Nite Lite

resumes on April 4. Sign up for a variety of electives offered for
all ages… ukulele lessons, beginner Spanish lessons, yoga exercise, kung fu exercise,
“Wonderfully Made” with Shine Kids, and Pastor Tim’s small group discussion “Unlocking the
Power of Prayer.”

“Making Disciples” workshop!

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all
authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to
obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to
the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) Join us for a FREE ONE DAY workshop, Saturday, April
14 beginning at 9:00 am in the MPR. This interactive workshop will help you grow as a disciple
of Jesus and share your faith with others. Sign up on the bulletin board in the education wing.
You will be energized and excited to hear from Lula and Larry Filbert as they lead us in this
time of interactive discussion and learning.

Prayer Circle…

Please join us for a mid-week prayer gathering, Thursdays at 9:30 am in
Rm. 104. We will be praying for our community, for those close to us who are far away from
God, and for God to increase our opportunities to live out our mission to love God. Pastor Tim,
Jen Rhine, and Lula Filbert will be leading this meditative and interactive prayer time.

Lancaster Spring
Missionary Rally
God is the Mighty Savior among us!
Sunday, April 15
High View Church of God
5:45 pm Refreshments
6:30 pm Rally
Special Speakers
Navajo Reservation Ministry
Pastor John Thumma

2018 Spring Fling
sponsored by Adult Fellowship, ERC
Friday, April 13
Church of God of Landisville
10:00 am
Registration fee $15.00
(includes program and lunch)
Featuring - The Jerichos

Nicaragua Ministry
with the Latino Ministries
Pastor Dean White and his wife Barb

See Arlene and John Yoder for details!

Donations will go to support the Latino
Ministries and to Hooghan Nizhoni Church

Our Mission… Love God, Serve Others, Share Jesus together
Our Vision… We will honor God and our neighbors by being a place to connect, belong, and serve.
Restoring hope and wholeness, reaching out to the isolated, rebuilding trust and reconcilia on, responding
to community needs, and rejoicing in all circumstances.

