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“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, and trust
also in me.” Jesus
We do trust Jesus, but in this Christmas season with so
much joy and happiness, sometimes our aches and pains
and worries and fears get the best of us. Maybe you are
struggling to put your trust in Jesus or maybe you are
having difficulty yielding to the will of God. Maybe you are
still hurting from the loss of a loved one or friend and the
pain and anger you feel are too raw right now, too close to
the surface and at the forefront of your mind. We read and
listen to the news each day and trouble seems to be around
every corner. It takes our breath away. It consumes our
(cont. pg. 2)

Looking Ahead
Join us..

Dec. 24:
Christmas Eve Worship
1:30 pm & 7:00 pm.
Our afternoon service
will include communion
with Lynda and Roger
Fry leading the service.
The 7:00 pm service
will include music,
candlelight, and
traditional Christmas
carols.

Tues. - Men’s breakfast,
Miss Calee’s (7:00 am);
Few Good Men (7:30 pm)
Wed. - Mom’s in Prayer
(8:30 am), Toddler Gym
(10:15 am)
Thurs. - Weekly Prayer
Gathering (9:30 am);
Autism Parents’ Support
Group (last Thurs. of the
month, 6:30 pm)

Sundays in December
Our journey through Advent this season is entitled
“Blue Christmas.” We will examine the biblical narrative of Jesus coming into the world, but from the point
of view of those who struggled with the events
unfolding in their lives.
Dec. 2 - First Sunday in Advent. ONE combined
worship service at 9:30 am. Donna Williams will share
her testimony of hope and healing through her journey
of battling cancer. Brunch will be served in the MPR
after worship followed by our annual congregational
meeting.
Dec. 9 - Second Sunday in Advent… Peace.
Dec. 16 - Third Sunday in Advent… Joy. Brad Rhine
will preach at both worship hours.
Dec. 23 - Fourth Sunday in Advent… Love.
Dec. 30 - Christmastide… Discovering comfort and
safety in the midst of change!

Advent in Landisville… (cont.)
souls and we don’t know how to manage all of our
emotions and feelings.
In this season of Advent, it is difficult to find hope
again, to feel God’s peace washing over us or allow
ourselves to be filled with joy and experience God’s
love. During the Sundays in Advent, we will explore
those “not-so-happy” moments in our lives as they
relate to the biblical account of Jesus entering this
world. If you look closely, you will discover that the
people affected by the birth of Jesus did not have
an easy time dealing with the situation and circumstances.
Join us for our “Blue Christmas” where we can find the
hope, peace, joy, and love that God planned for our
lives long ago. We will discover our courage to be
brave, strong, and faithful in the midst of and despite
the difficult and challenging times that come our way.
Even though you may be struggling right now, I pray
that Emmanuel breaks into your life and gives you new
life to face another new year. Merry Christmas and
peace for a healthy and worry-free New Year!

The “Master’s Plan”
Through the fall, the Leadership team along with ministry teams have been dreaming
about a master plan that would include a vision for our church for the next 3-5 years.
We have been working with Rick Lown from the Horst Group to lead us through a
planning process which has proven to be very helpful in sorting out our priorities,
goals, and dreams for the future.
We invite you into the process of reviewing and discussing the possibilities as well
as dreaming along with us about what God has in store for His church at Landisville.
Mark these dates on your calendar. Choose the date and time that works best
with your schedule. You are welcome to attend any one or all of the meetings.
These informal meetings will last about 90 minutes and will address your ideas and
concerns. If the weather is bad, the meetings will be postponed into the new year.
Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support as together we discern God’s leading
as we think about our future. Be blessed!
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 1:30 pm in the MPR
Thursday, Dec. 13, 6:30 pm in the MPR
Wednesday, Dec. 19, 1:30 pm in the MPR
Thursday, Dec. 20; 6:30 pm in the MPR

Harvest Party
Our Family Life Team hosted a
Harvest Party at Forry’s farm
on Saturday, Oct. 27. We had
over 80 people gathered to enjoy a host of fall activities!
The evening was full of
pumpkin carving, bobbing for
apples, and a costume contest
for those who wished to dress
up! We also had pumpkin
bowling, pumpkin memory
and all kinds of games for
the children and those young
at heart. There was also a
delicious spread of food and the rain stopped in time for dessert – s’mores around the
campfire! Thank you to all who participated!

Featured ar cle
Disciples Making Disciples

Living as a Disciple Maker
(From the book, “Multiply: Disciples Making Disciples”
by Francis Chan with Mark Beuving; pg. 39, 40)

The Heart of a Disciple Maker
Why do you want to make disciples? Have you ever asked yourself that question?
The answer is incredibly important. As followers of Jesus Christ, we should be focused
on making disciples. But if we don’t do it with the right motives, we are wasting our
time. Worse yet, we could be doing more harm than good. Ministering to other people
has been a deadly trap for seemingly godly people throughout the ages. If God cared
only about outward appearances and religious activities, then any effort toward ministry would please Him. But God tells us repeatedly that He cares more about the heart
than the externals. If God cared only about religious activities, then the Pharisees
would have been heroes of the faith. They were continuously engaged in ministry:
they vigorously pursued outward demonstrations of godliness; they made sure the
people around them kept themselves holy, and they diligently taught the law of God.
And yet the Gospels present the Pharisees as villains. Jesus’s harshest words were
reserved for these religious overachievers… Read Matthew 15:8, 9
The Pharisees devoted their whole lives to religious activity. They must have seemed
so impressive to the people around them. Yet Jesus came along and declared that it
was all in vain! An important theme that runs throughout Scripture is this: “The LORD
sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on
the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). Clearly, God wants us to pursue certain actions, but as we
put God’s commands into action, our motivation makes all the difference.

Our Mission… Love God, Serve Others, Share Jesus together
Our Vision… We will honor God and our neighbors by being a place to connect, belong, and serve.
Restoring hope and wholeness, reaching out to the isolated, rebuilding trust and reconcilia on, responding
to community needs, and rejoicing in all circumstances.

