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3...2...1 Blast Off - Discovering the God of the Universe
Blast Off with us as we discover that the God of the universe is
a loving Creator with a plan Who is powerfully shining His light.
Kids are referred to as Astronauts in Training! Each night Astronauts in Training will have to complete work in Bible knowledge,
science learning, small group discussions, and physical challenges.
Our format is new this year because we hope to have VBS
families join us for our Sunday worship service. We will begin
Friday, June 15, 5:45-6:30 pm for dinner and 6:30-8:30 pm
for VBS. Saturday morning we will meet from 9:30-2:00 pm.
Lunch will be provided. Sunday morning we will meet from 9:3010:30 am in the MPR and then go to the worship service together
at 10:45 am. The worship service will include a skit, songs, and
(cont. page 2)

Looking Ahead
Join us..
Seasoned Saints… Thurs.,
May 3, 10:00 am. Snyder
Chalk talk ministries
presents a biblical message
of hope through art and
singing based on Psalm 23.
Lunch will be provided.
National Day of Prayer…
Teenagers will gather on
May 2 at Landis Hall at
WJTL (7-9 pm). “Celebration
of prayer” will take place
at Lititz Springs Park on
May 3.
Making Disciples Workshop… Sat., May 5, 9:00
am. New material on
making disciples who help
others discover what God
and the Bible has to say to
them will be presented.
A light breakfast will be
served.
Annual Charity Golf tournament… May 11 at the
Highlands of Donegal,
Mount Joy. Sponsored by
the Brighter Day Foundation. Information and registrations located on the bulletin board in the education
wing.
Camp Yolijwa Open
House… Sat., June 9, 1-5
pm. It’s free and fun with
many activities to be a part
of including sitting on the
porch and rocking! The
camp’s famous chicken BBQ
will be served for lunch for
$7. Sign up on the bulletin
board. We will carpool. See
Pastor Tim or the Naumans
for details.

Sundays in May and June
The Gospel Project continues through June and into the
summer highlighting the OT prophets. We will celebrate
mothers on May 13, the birth of the “church” on Pentecost
Sunday, May 20, and honor our fallen military heroes on
Memorial Day Sunday, May 27. On Sunday, June 17, we
will honor fathers and celebrate with Shine Kids as they
lead us in worship to highlight VBS. Good days are ahead
of us. Hope to see you in worship over the next few
months.

Living Out Our Mission (cont.)
decorations as we celebrate what we have learned, followed
by a lunch for everyone! We want to focus on building relationships with community families as a church family so I
encourage you to welcome the VBS children and families
who join us.
We have a few needs…
1. We need oatmeal (or other circular) boxes for a craft.
Please save these for us because we need one per child.
Drop them off in Jen’s office.
2. We need homemade play dough in various colors.
Please sign up on the ShineKids bulletin board if you can
help. A recipe will be there for you to take.
3. We need you! The children need us to invest time in
them so that they can be taught about God’s ways.
We need actors, game leaders,
preschool leaders, and
elementary small group
leaders. Sign up on the
ShineKids bulletin board or
see Jen Rhine. You need a
children’s ministry
application, a PA criminal
clearance, and a PA child
abuse clearance on file at
the church to volunteer.
These are all free.
Our VBS team meeting will
be Wed., June 6, 6:30 pm.
If you are volunteering, it is
important that you attend
this meeting!

Help us to have a blast this year at VBS!

Rev. Henry Whitaker
Served the Church of God of Landisville, 1894-1896

Rev. Henry Whitaker was active
in the ministry of the Church of
God for 58 years.
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On August 25, 1864, he left his
home and pregnant wife after
the evening meal and enlisted
in the Union Army. He served
as a corporal until his discharge
in early June of 1865. During
those nine months he wrote
dozens of letters to his wife.
Henry was married to Catherine
(Kate) Miller for 56 years.

THURSDAY, May 3
National Day of Prayer
Seasoned Saints

Rev. Whitaker died in 1927 at the home of his son-inlaw Henry Heistand Swarr in Lancaster PA. He is buried
in the Salunga Mennonite Cemetery along Stony Battery
Road.

SATURDAY, May 19
Community Outreach
Event

SATURDAY, May 5
Disciples Making Disciples
SUNDAY, May 13
Mother’s Day

SUNDAY, May 20
Pentecost Sunday
WEDNESDAY, May 23
Toddler’s Gym resumes
SATURDAY, June 2
Washington DC bus trip
THURSDAY, June 5
Seasoned Saints
SATURDAY, June 9
Camp Yolijwa Open House
FRI.-SUN., June 15-17
VBS
SUNDAY, June 17
Father’s Day
THURSDAY, July 5
Seasoned Saints
SUN.-WED., July 15-18
Cooking Camp

Featured ar cle
Disciples Making Disciples

What Is a Disciple?
From the book, Multiply: Disciples making disciples
by Francis Chan with Mark Beuving
What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? The word disciple refers to a student or
apprentice. Disciples in Jesus’s day would follow their rabbi (which means teacher) wherever
he went, learning from the rabbi’s teaching and being trained to do as the rabbi did. Basically,
a disciple is a follower, but only if we take the term follower literally. Becoming a disciple of
Jesus is as simple as obeying His call to follow.
When Jesus called His first disciples, they may not have understood where Jesus would take
them or the impact it would have on their lives, but they knew what it meant to follow. They
took Jesus’s call literally and began going everywhere He went and doing everything He did.
It’s impossible to be a disciple or a follower of someone and not end up like that person.
Jesus said, “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will
be like his teacher” (Luke 6:40). That’s the whole point of being a disciple of Jesus: we imitate
Him, carry on His ministry, and become like Him in the process.
Yet somehow many have come to believe that a person can be a “Christian” without being like
Christ. A “follower” who doesn’t follow. How does that make any sense? Many people in the
church have decided to take on the name of Christ and nothing else. This would be like Jesus
walking up to those first disciples and saying, “Hey, would you guys mind identifying yourselves
with Me in some way? Don’t worry, I don’t actually care if you do anything I do or change your
lifestyle at all. I’m just looking for people who are willing to say they believe in Me and call
themselves Christians.”
Seriously? No one can really believe that this is all it means to be a Christian. But then why do
so many people live this way? It appears that we’ve lost sight of what it means to be a follower
of Jesus. The concept of being a disciple isn’t difficult to understand, but it affects everything.

Weekly prayer circle…

Please join
us for a mid-week prayer gathering, Thursdays
at 9:30 am in Rm. 104. We will be praying for
our community, for those close to us who
are far away from God, and for God to
increase our opportunities to live out our
mission to love God. Pastor Tim, Jen Rhine,
and Lula Filbert will be leading this meditative
and interactive prayer time.

Our Mission… Love God, Serve Others, Share Jesus together
Our Vision… We will honor God and our neighbors by being a place to connect, belong, and serve.
Restoring hope and wholeness, reaching out to the isolated, rebuilding trust and reconcilia on, responding
to community needs, and rejoicing in all circumstances.

