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“Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may
be in good health, as it goes well with your soul.” 3 John 2 (ESV)

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, would
begin each small group or class meeting with the question,
“How is it with your soul?” Another variation of the question
was, ”How is your doing?" or "How is it going with what you
are doing?” “Wesley believed that sharing how well you
were living out your faith in actions pushed you to live a
changed life. Indeed for Wesley how one was doing internally
(in one's soul) was directly connected to what one did or how
one lived out the Christian life externally (in one's actions).”
David Werner, Asbury Theological Seminary.
(cont. pg. 2)

Looking Ahead
Join us..

THURSDAY, Nov. 1
Seasoned Saints
WEDNESDAY, Nov. 7
Toddler Gym begins
SUNDAY, Nov. 4
All Saints Sunday
Church data base training
event

Sundays in October
We are in the early stages of the New Testament
section of our sermon series The Gospel Project.
We will spend nearly 26 weeks on the life and times of
Jesus. We will take a break over the Christmas season
to celebrate Advent.
Oct. 7 - World Communion Sunday. We will celebrate
communion at both worship hours. Jesus and Nicodemus, John 3
Oct. 14 - John the Baptist exalts Jesus, John 3
Oct. 21 - Jesus and the Samaritan Woman, part 1;
John 4
Oct. 28 - Jesus and the Samaritan Woman, part 2;
John 4

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 21
Thanksgiving Eve
Gathering
SUNDAY, Nov. 25
Advent Party
SUNDAY, Dec. 2
One worship service
Congregational meeting
THURSDAY, Dec. 6
Seasoned Saints
MONDAY, Dec. 24
Christmas Eve

WEEKLY
Tues. - Men’s breakfast,
Miss Calee’s (7:00 am);
Few Good Men (7:30 pm)
Wed. - Mom’s in Prayer
(8:30 am)
THURS. - Weekly Prayer
Gathering (9:30 am)

How Is It With Your Soul? (cont.)
As we move into the season of fall, it might be the
right time to explore this question… “How is it going
with your soul, really?” What steps are you taking
to grow in your faith and spiritual journey with
Jesus? How can we, as God’s church, grow up into
the likeness of Jesus, and how can we help each other
accomplish that goal?
Don’t stay where you are on your journey with Jesus.
It’s probably time to move; it’s long overdue! You
are not facing a hopeless situation today, but an
opportunity for your faith in God to grow which in turn
will change you. If you want help answering the “soul”
question, connect to Pastor Tim’s Wednesday Nite Lite
Bible study, beginning Oct. 3 at 6:30 pm.

Opera on
Christmas Child

Wednesday, Oct. 3… The fall edition of Wednesday
Nite Lite begins. Dinner will be served at 5:45 pm in
the MPR. Classes for all ages will meet at 6:30 pm.
Sign up today for electives and dinner. We need a
count for our first dinner on Oct. 3.

Thursday, Oct. 4… Seasoned Saints. Doors open at
10:00 am. Randy Simpson will provide the entertainment in music. Lunch will be served around noon.

Friday, Oct. 5… Fall Festival of Music sponsored by
the ERC Adult Fellowship committee featuring Brad
Crum, Elvis impersonator, Doubling Gap Center. Cost
is $20 which includes BBQ chicken lunch. See Arlene
and John Yoder for tickets and details.

Sunday, Oct. 14... Lancaster Fall Missionary Rally at
the Elizabethtown Church of God. Refreshments will
be served at 5:45 pm followed by the rally at 6:30 pm.
Funds received will be used to support missionary work
in Haiti, India, and Bangladesh.

Saturday, Oct. 27… Harvest Party @ the Forry’s
Farm. 5-8 pm. Fun for all ages… hay rides, pumpkin
carving and painting, games and plenty of food! Dress
up in your favorite costume (optional). Sign up today
or RSVP to Sharon Bistline (skbistline@comcast.net).

Saturday, Oct. 27… Celtic/Irish Folk music concert
in our sanctuary featuring The Knotwork Band. A freewill offering will be taken for the band. Bring a nonperishable food item for the Hempfield Food Pantry.
For more information about the group, visit their
website, www.theknotworkband.com.

Operation Christmas Child is
a project of Samaritan’s
Purse, an international relief
organization. They provide
local partners around the
world with shoeboxes filled
with small toys, hygiene
items, and school supplies
as a means of reaching out
to children with the Good
News of Jesus Christ. They
ship the simple gifts outside
the U.S. to children affected
by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine, disease, and
to children living on Native
American reservations in the
U.S.
Our Outreach ministry team
is asking you to help with
this by packing a shoebox.
Boxes will be available in the
lobby on Sunday, Sept. 30,
along with a packing list.
Please return by Oct. 28.
We have 50 boxes to fill but
feel free to use a shoebox
from home or you can buy
one at The Dollar Store.

Featured ar cle
Disciples Making Disciples

Living as a Disciple Maker
(From the book, “Multiply: Disciples Making Disciples”
by Francis Chan with Mark Beuving; pgs. 31-33)

Equipped to Do the Work of Ministry
Unfortunately, disciple making has become the exclusive domain of pastors (and
missionaries). Salesmen sell, insurance agents insure, and ministers minister. At least,
that’s the way it works in most of our churches. While it’s true that the pastors, elders, and
apostles in the New Testament made disciples, we can’t overlook the fact that discipleship
was everyone’s job. The members of the early church took their responsibility to make
disciples very seriously. To them, the church wasn’t a corporation run by a CEO. Rather,
they compared the church to a body that functions properly only when every member is
doing its part. Paul explained the function of the church in Ephesians 4:11–16.
Paul saw the church as a community of redeemed people in which each person is actively
involved in doing the work of ministry. The pastor is not the minister—at least not in the
way we typically think of a minister. The pastor is the equipper, and every member of the
church is a minister. The implications are huge. Don’t think of this as merely a theological
issue. See yourself in this passage. Paul said that your job is to do the work of ministry!
Jesus commanded you to make disciples! Most Christians can give a number of reasons
why they cannot or should not disciple other people: “I don’t feel called to minister.”
“I just have too much on my plate right now; I don’t have time to invest in other people.”
“I don’t know enough.” “I have too many issues of my own. I’ll start once I get my life in
order.”
As convincing as these excuses may seem to us, Jesus’s commands don’t come with
exception clauses. He doesn’t tell us to follow unless we’re busy. He doesn’t call us to
love our neighbors unless we don’t feel prepared. In fact, if you read Luke 9:57–62, you’ll
see several individuals who gave excuses for why they couldn’t follow Jesus at the time.
Read the passage and take note of how Jesus responded to them. It may surprise you.
God made you the way you are; He has provided and will continue to provide you with
everything you need to accomplish the task. Jesus commands you to look at the people
around you and start making them into disciples. Obviously, only God can change people’s
hearts and make them want to become followers. We just have to be obedient in making
the effort to teach them, even though we still have plenty to learn ourselves.

Our Mission… Love God, Serve Others, Share Jesus together
Our Vision… We will honor God and our neighbors by being a place to connect, belong, and serve.
Restoring hope and wholeness, reaching out to the isolated, rebuilding trust and reconcilia on, responding
to community needs, and rejoicing in all circumstances.

