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“But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power to
testify about me with great effect, to the people in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, about my death and
resurrection.” Acts 1:8 (The Living Bible)

What is the key to personal growth as a disciple of Jesus? The key
is the ability to study God’s word alone or in a group and learn to
discover for yourself what the Holy Spirit is trying to say to you
through the printed words on the pages of God’s word.
What is the key to sharing your faith and belief in God with
others? The key is to invite them to be part of a group that is
reading God’s word and discovering what the Holy Spirit is saying
to the people in the group, and then week after week, keeping one
another accountable to what you should be doing with what you
are learning.
(cont. page 2)

Looking Ahead
Join us..

Sundays in September
At long last, the Gospel Project is moving to the New
Testament. We will spend nearly 26 weeks on the life and
times of Jesus (with a break over the Christmas season to
celebrate Advent). Highlights for this month…
Sept. 2 - Mary’s song, Luke 1

SUNDAY, September 2
Labor Day Weekend

Sept. 9 - Scholars from the East, Matthew 2
Sept. 16 - Youthful Jesus in the Temple, Luke 2

THURSDAY, September 6
Seasoned Saints - Hymn
Sing
SUNDAY, September 16
Back to Church Sunday
THURSDAY, October 4
Seasoned Saints - Randy
Simpson

Sept. 23 - The baptism of Jesus, Matthew 3.
We will celebrate baptisms. If you are interested in being
baptized, contact Pastor Tim for details and to set up a
meeting.
Sept. 30 - Jesus “calls” for disciples, Matthew 4.
5th Sunday Food drive for the Hempfield Food Pantry.
Bring non-perishable items with you to worship that
Sunday.

SUNDAY, October 7
World Communion
Sunday

THURSDAYS, 9:30 am
Join us for a mid-week
prayer gathering.
We will pray for our
community, for those
close to us who are far
away from God, and for
God to increase our
opportunities to live out
our mission to love God.
WEDNESDAY NITE LITE
Tentatively to begin Oct.
3 and end with Thanksgiving Eve service Nov.
21

Living Out Our Mission (cont.)
This fall, we invite you to discover what God is saying
through His word and how you might respond. Groups will
be forming this fall, both on Sunday mornings and during
the week. We will discuss Bible passages that have to do
with the theme of obedience.
If you are not currently involved in a weekly Bible study
or Sunday school class, we offer these groups as a chance
to grow in your faith, meet new people, and invite people
to give Jesus a try on their journey through life. Look for
the sign up sheet on the board in the education wing.

Featured ar cle
Disciples Making Disciples

Living as a Disciple Maker
(From the book, “Multiply: Disciples Making Disciples”
by Francis Chan with Mark Beuving; pgs. 31-33)

More than a program
So what does disciple making look like? We have to be careful about how we answer this
question. For some of us, our church experience has been so focused on programs that
we immediately think about Jesus’s command to make disciples in programmatic terms.
We expect our church leaders to create some sort of disciple-maker campaign where we sign
up, commit to participating for a few months, and then get to cross the Great Commission
off our list. But making disciples is far more than a program. It is the mission of our lives.
It defines us. A disciple is a disciple maker.
So what does this look like? The Great Commission uses three phrases to describe what
disciple making entails: go, baptize people, and teach them to obey everything Jesus
commanded. Simple, right? It’s incredibly simple in the sense that it doesn’t require a
degree, an ordination process, or some sort of hierarchical status. It’s as simple as going to
people, encouraging them to follow Jesus (this is what baptism is all about), and then teaching
them to obey Jesus’s commands (which we find in the Bible). The concept itself is not very
difficult. But the simplest things to understand are often the most difficult to put into practice.
Let’s start with baptism. In your church setting, baptism may not seem like that big of a deal.
Maybe that’s why so many Christians today have never been baptized. But in the early days
of the church, baptism was huge. Baptism was an unmistakable act that marked a person as
a follower of Jesus Christ. As Jesus died and was buried in the earth, so a Christian is plunged
beneath the surface of the water. As Jesus emerged from the tomb in a resurrected body,
so a Christian comes out of the waters of baptism as a new creation. When first-century
Christians took this step of identifying themselves with the death and resurrection of Jesus,
they were publicly declaring their allegiance to Christ. This immediately marked them for
Martyrdom - all of the hostility that the world felt toward Jesus would now be directed at them.
Baptism was a declaration that a person’s life, identity, and priorities were centered on Jesus
and His mission. Depending on where you live in the world, you may not see the same reaction
to your choice to be baptized, but that act of identifying with Christ is essential, no matter
where you live.
Just as baptism is more significant than we might have thought, so teaching people to obey
Jesus’s commands is an enormous task. Realistically, this will require a lifetime of devotion
to studying the Scriptures and investing in the people around us. Neither of these things is
easy, nor can they be checked off of a list. We are never really “done.” We continually
devote ourselves to studying the Scriptures so that we can learn with ever-greater depth and
clarity what God wants us to know, practice, and pass on. We continually invest in the people
around us, teaching them and walking with them through life’s joys and trials. We never
“finish” the discipleship process. It’s much like raising a child - though there comes a day
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Living as a Disciple Maker (cont.)
when that child is ready to be on their own, the relationship doesn’t end. The friendship
continues, and there will always be times when guidance and encouragement are still needed.
In addition to that, God continually brings new people into our path, giving us fresh opportunities to start the discipleship process all over again.
Following Jesus by making disciples isn’t difficult to understand, but it can be very costly.
Jesus’s teachings are often difficult to stomach. By sharing His teachings, we are often
rejected along with His message (John 15:18–20). It’s easy enough to understand,
but it can be extremely costly.

The GAIN work night was a success! There were 660+
volunteers that night. Our church had 20 volunteers
and we had a great time. We unloaded boxes, folded
clothing and boxed it to be shipped. We made luo pads
and strung beads to show people Jesus's story. It was a
great night helping make a difference to our international neighbors in God's world.

About church membership
and baptism…
Join Pastor Tim for a brief
informational and organizational
meeting on Sunday morning,
Sept. 9 during the Sunday
school hour in Room 109.
You will be given an overview
of what is expected for the
membership class and what
you can expect about being
baptized by immersion.
Baptism Sunday is scheduled
for Sept. 23.

Our Mission… Love God, Serve Others, Share Jesus together
Our Vision… We will honor God and our neighbors by being a place to connect, belong, and serve.
Restoring hope and wholeness, reaching out to the isolated, rebuilding trust and reconcilia on, responding
to community needs, and rejoicing in all circumstances.

